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SUBJECT: DPRK P"PARLIAMENTARY'’ GROUP VISIT TO JAPAN 

REF: TOKYO 6975 

1 . JAPAN-DPRK PARLIAMENTARY LEAGUE CHAIRMAN (AND LDP 
LOWER HOUSE MEMBER) CHUJI KUNO DISCUSSED AT LENGTH 
WITH EMBOFP MAY 27 RECENT DPRK "PARLIAMENTARY" GROUP 
VISIT TO JAPAN. HIGHLIGHTS OP CONVERSATION FOLLOW. 

2. IN SEMI-EXCLUSIVE TOKYO PRESS INTERVIEW, DPRK 
DELEGATION CHAIRMAN HYON CHUN-KUK WAS AKSED WHETHER IT 
WAS DEPINITE KIM IL-SONG'S ELDER SON, KIM CHONG-IL, 

WOULD SUCCEED HIM. HYON REPLIED CHONG-IL HAD TAKEN UP 
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT POSTS AS MEMBER OP POLITICAL 
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COMMITTEE OF KOREAN WORKERS' PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE AND 
AS SECRETARY OP CENTRAL COMMITTEE. WHEN JAPANESE REPORTERS 
BECAME EXCITED BY NEWS AND ASKED WHAT CHINESE CHARACTERS 
SHOULD BE USED TO REPORT IT, HYON BECAME NERVOUS AND 
ENTIRE PRESS CONFERENCE WAS MADE NON-EVENT. 

3. OTHERWISE, KUNO SAID, HYON AS DIPLOMAT DID NOT STRAY 
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FROM PARTY LINE DURING HIS EXTENSIVE POLITICAL CONVERSA- 
TIONS. KUNO SAID HE HAD HAD TWO LENGTHY PRIVATE SESSIONS 
WITH HYON, BUT DID ALL TALKING HIMSELE. HYON SIMPLY 
TOOK NOTES. AT CONCLUSION OF VISIT, HOWEVER, HYON TOLD 
KUNO VISIT HAD BEEN ESPECIALLY VALUABLE AND MEANINGEUL, 

WHICH KUNO TOOK TO BE MORE THAN DIPLOMATIC POLITMENESS. 

4. KUNO WAS ESPECIALLY PLEASED WITH OUTCOME OE VISIT. 

HE WAS GRATEEUL THAT HYON, "AN OUTSTANDING DIPLOMAT," HAD 
LED DELEGATION, THAT THIS EIRST DPRK "PARLIAMENTARY" GROUP 
WAS ADMITTED BY GOJ (A DECISION KUNO "IMAGINED" MADE BY 
PRIMIN EUKUDA HIMSELE), AND THAT NORTH KOREANS ENGANGED IN 
NO BLATANTLY POLITICAL STATEMENTS OR ACTIVITIES. KUNO 
SAID JAPANESE POPULAR INTEREST IN DPRK AND KOREAN ISSUE 
HAD BEEN HEIGHTENED EAR BEYOND HIS EXPECTATIONS AND THAT 
FIRM FOUNDATION FOR FUTURE DPRK DELEGATION VISITS TO 
JAPAN HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

5. KUNO SAID EAILURE TO CONCLUDE WIDELY EXPECTED TRADE 
AGREEMENT STEMMED EROM HIS SUGGESTION DURING JANUARYLL 
1977 PYONGYANG VISIT THAT STAGE BE SET EOR AGREEMENT IN 
TOKYO BUT THAT AGREEMENT NOT BE SIGNED, SO AS TO PROVIDE 
EXCUSE EOR JAPANSES DELEGATION TO PAY RETURN VISIT TO 
PYONGYANG. KUNO SAID HE CHANGED HIS MIND, HOWEVER, 

AETER SEVERAL PRESS REPORTS APPEARED DURING CURRENT 
VISIT ALLEGING THAT KOREANS SIMPLY ON PLEASURE TRIP TO JAPAN 
AND THAT NO CONCRETE RESULTS WOULD EMERGE. KUNO SAID 

HE THEREEORE ASKED HYON TO SIGN STATEMENT OE PRINCIPLES 
EOR A TRADE AGREEMENT, BUT HYON DEMURRED, SAYING BECAUSE 
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OE KUNO'S JANUARY SUGGESTION HE HAD BROUGHT NO TRADE 
SPECIALISTS WITH HIM. HYON PRESSED INSTEAD FOR 
JOINT COMMUNIQUE, WHICH KUNO REJECTED AS ALMOST CERTAIN 
TO BE TOO "POLITICAL" EOR TERMS OE NORTH KOREANS' 

ENTRY. AETER LENGTHY DISCUSSIONS (AND FREQUENT JAPANESE CONTACT 
WITH RELATED GOJ MINISTRIES), REPRESENTATIVES OF BOTH SIDES AGREED 
ON "GIST OF JOINT PRESS STATEMENTMZ INCLUDED IN DRAET WAS 
POLITICAL PARAGRAPH, HOWEVER, WHICH KUNO INSISTED BE CUT, AND 
HYON AGREED. 

6. KUNO SAID HE WOULD SOON LEAD SOME TWENTY MEMBER 
SUPRA-PARTISAN DIET MEMBERS' DELEGATION TO PYONGYANG 
INCLUDING REPRESENTATIVES OF ALL JAPANESE PARTIES 
INCLUDING JCP. KUNO SAID HE HOPED TO GO BEEORE ANTI- 
CIPATED JULY 10 UPPER HOUSE ELECTION BUT, IF THAT 

WERE IMPOSSIBLE, HE WOULD GO SHORTLY AFTER. IN ADDITION 
TO DIET MEMBERS, GROUP WOULD HAVE SOME TEN MEDIA 
REPRESENTATIVES, INCLUDING TV JOURNALISTS. 
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7. COMMENT. NOT SURPRISINGLY, AS NORTH KOREANS' HOST, 

KUNO PRESENTS VISIT AND ITS RESULTS IN QUITE EAVORABLE 
LIGHT, PARTICULARLY DOWNPLAYING EAILURE TO PRODUCE PRIVATE 
TRADE AGREEMENT. EONOFE ACCOUNTS OE VISIT, GAINED EROM 
OTHER MEMBERS OE KUNO'S GROUP, SUGGEST THAT MEETINGS 
WITH NORTH KOREANS WERE MORE DIEEICULT THAN 
KUNO LETS ON. FONOEE NORTHEAST ASIA DIVISION OEEICER 
STATED TO EMBOEF THAT HYON'S REFUSAL TO DISCUSS 
ECONOMIC AND TRADE MATTERS IN DETAIL AND HIS ORIGINAL 
INSISTENCE ON INCLUSION OF POLITICAL LANGUAGE IN JOINT 
STATEMENT HAD BEEN MUCH LESS "DIPLOMATIC" THAN KUNO'S 
DESCRIPTION. 

SHOESMITH 
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